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I n January, Mr. Gordon Moore, Royal Canadian Legion Dominion  
President, accompanied by Mr. Phil Fredette, Government Relations 

Chair of the Funeral Service Association of Canada and Mr. Jean-Pierre 
Goyer, Executive Director of the Last Post Fund, announced the launch of  
a national letter writing campaign to request that the government improve 
the Veterans Affairs Funeral and Burial Program. 
 

“At every biennial Dominion Convention since 2004, the Legion has  
requested the federal government make some important improvements to 
the Funeral and Burial Program and is dismayed by their inaction,” said 
Mr. Moore. “There should be no doubt that the issue of adequate funeral 
and burial support is an urgent issue for Second World War and Korean 
War Veterans. The majority of these men and women are in their 90s;  
approximately 2,000 pass on each month,” added Mr. Moore.  
 

“Starting today, we are calling on our approximately 330,000 members to 
send a letter to their respective MPs highlighting the need for government 
action to improve the Funeral and Burial Program. All Canadians who wish 
to support our efforts are encouraged to do so by visiting our website and 
downloading our letter”, concluded Mr. Moore. There are three key issues 
which need to be resolved:  
 

1. The rate of $3,600 provided to cover the cost of funeral services is greatly 
inadequate and has not been increased since 2001;  

2. The eligibility for funeral and burial benefits should be granted to low  
income Canadian Forces Veterans. These Veterans were prepared to lay 
their lives on the line for our country and they deserve a dignified funeral. 
It is the last, and most fitting tribute we, as Canadians, can provide them;  

3. The survivor estate exemption was reduced in 1995 from approximately 
$24,000 to $12,000 as part of Veterans Affairs budget reductions. This 
means that a Veteran’s estate if valued at more than $12,000 would not 
make that Veteran’s surviving spouse eligible for support for a dignified 
and respectful funeral. This amount is considerably less than the poverty 
level.  

 

These high priority issues were fully analyzed in the Veterans Ombuds-
man’s 2009 Report (Serve with Honour, Depart with Dignity) and fully  
supported by the Parliamentary Standing Committee on Veterans Affairs 
Report 2011; by 17 Veterans organizations that unanimously endorsed the 
requirement for immediate improvements in 2011 and 2012; and by the 
Legion at every one of their biennial Dominion Conventions since 2004.  
  

 

 

T hirty members of the Last Post Fund 
were awarded the Queen Elizabeth 

Diamond Jubilee Medal highlighting their 
involvement in the cause of our Veterans: 
 

CWO Gilles Aubé, QC   
Col Ghislain Bellavance, SK   
Col Marcel Belleau, QC 
Mr. Gene Bince, AB   
BGen Pierre Boucher, QC 
LCol James Breithaupt, ON   
Col A.G. Cameron, ON   
Capt Gordon Criggar, MB*   
LGen Louis Cuppens, NB* 
MGen Ed Fitch, BC*   
Maj Robert Frank, QC   
HCol Ken Garbutt, SK*   
BGen Richard Giguère, QC 
Capt G.H.A. Hatton, ON   
Mr. Calvin Hillier, NS   
Mr. Len Johansson, MB   
RAdm Barry Keeler, NS*   
LCol Evelyn Kelly, ON* 
Col Charles Keple, SK* 
Capt (N) Peter Langlais, QC   
LCol Yves Martin, QC* 
Cmdre Jean-Claude Michaud, QC* 
Maj Tom Mountain, ON   
Col Daniel O’Connor, QC* 
LCol Jacques H. O'Keefe, QC   
Col Pierre Richard, QC   
LCol Guy Rousseau, QC   
Mr. John D. Stewart, ON   
Cdr Don Uhrich, NS   
LCol Larry Wong, SK  
 

*Members of the LPF Governing Council 
 

All military LPF members, except  
BGen Giguère, are retired from the Forces. 

QUEEN ELIZABETH II 
Diamond Jubilee Medal Recipients 

 

Our mission: to ensure that no Veteran is ever deprived of a dignified funeral and burial for lack of financial resources at time of death. 
Our chief mandate: to deliver the Funeral and Burial Program on behalf of Veterans Affairs Canada. 

http://www.facebook.com/home.php#!/pages/Last-Post-Fund/110765785665605
http://www.legion.ca/Veterans/BurialBenefits_e.cfm
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MYTH OR FACT 
Does the Government Care for Military Veterans?  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

D espite the urging of the Veterans Affairs  
Ombudsman and all Veterans groups, our 

government officials have not addressed the  
funeral and burial issues that have been brought to 
their attention. Most recently the President of  
Dominion Command of the Royal Canadian Legion 
circulated an open letter to the media asking the 
government “What are you waiting for?” with  
respect to this matter. 

In a recent opinion piece sent to the media,  
I presented data on several Modern-Day Veterans 

whose families needed assistance and illustrated that the government 
would not provide for their dignified funeral and burial. 

The number of Modern-Day Veterans in need of financial assistance  
continues to increase. During 2012 the Last Post Fund spent $41,799 of its 
limited donation funds to provide a dignified funeral for 12 Veterans who 
were not eligible under the federal government Funeral and Burial  
Program. More applications for such assistance continue to be received, 
reviewed and responded to by the Last Post Fund. 

Imagine, volunteer citizens place their lives at risk in defending Canada’s 
interests, yet when an indigent Veteran requires funeral and burial financial 
assistance, his or her government fails to respond. Since our Veterans  
respond when called, should not our government also respond to their  
final need, if required? Thankfully, the Last Post Fund’s charitable donation 
funds have assisted in arranging and funding the funeral and burial of 
Modern-Day Veterans who, for the most part, are denied benefits by their 
government. 

What a disgrace to Canada! Almost all Modern-Day Veterans in need are 
not even granted the honour of a dignified funeral, the same honour that 
their WW2 and Korean War veteran counterparts remain eligible for. The 
government may boast their success as a G8 nation, they may boast that 
they have done much for our Veterans, they may boast that they have  
re-built the military, but when it comes to veterans’ benefits they are not 
doing enough. Just ask some of the Veterans groups or the Ombudsman—
they will all illustrate that there is much not done despite the needs,  
particularly for funerals and burials. 

We, the citizens of Canada, ought to be asking the government and our  
local MP: “What are you waiting for?” 

Those wishing to donate to the Last Post Fund to help Modern-Day Veterans 
in need may refer to our website, www.lastpostfund.ca, section “Donate to 
the Last Post Fund”, or call our national toll free number: 1-800-465-7113. 

 
Lieutenant-General (Ret’d) L.W.F. Cuppens 
Chair of the Last Post Fund Fundraising Committee 

 

FROM THE SOUTH KOREA 
Ministry of Patriots & Veterans Affairs 

T hree representatives from the 
South Korean Ministry of Patriots 

& Veterans Affairs visited the National 
Office of the Last Post Fund last December 
to garner information on the Veterans 
Affairs Canada Funeral and Burial  
Program and the operations of our  
National Field of Honour.  
 

Since its foundation in 1961, the  
Ministry has endeavoured to establish a 
broadly supported and well-developed 
compensation scheme for patriots and 
veterans; to ensure their wellness; to 
promote the spirit of patriotism and 
contribute to national development; 
and to actively integrate Veterans into 
the nation's human capital base. 
 

In 1979, the Ministry established the 
Daejeon National Cemetery, one of the 
most important cemeteries in South 
Korea boasting an area of 3.22 million 
square meters.  
 

Click here to access the website site of 
this magnificent cemetery. 

Visitors to the LPF from the South Korean Ministry of  
Patriots & Veterans Affairs, left to right: Jung Kuk Park, 
Commemorative Division, Daejeon National Cemetery; 
Choon Seok Choi, National Cemetery Management 
Division; and Gilhyun Lee, Manager of the Ministry’s 
Commemorative Division.   

There are few organizations whose objective appeals more 
than the Last Post Fund to those who properly appraise the 
value of men and women who are prepared to give up, and 
who have given up, their lives in attainment of righteous 
aims of their country. — Arthur Hair, 1936. 

http://www.lastpostfund.ca/EN/newsdetails.php
http://www.dnc.go.kr/en

